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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Relief is a major problem, for the people of Iowa. The ex­
tent to which it reaches into the pockets of farmers, wage earn­
ers and business men is indicated by the following nine-county 
summary for the 5-year period, 1932-36.
One in ten families in the counties surveyed was on relief in 
1936, exclusive of W PA employment. If the total relief cost, 
including W PA had been allotted equally among all families 
in Iowa, each non-relief family would have supported a relief 
family for slightly more than a month during each year. Relief 
cost each family in the county about $16 in 1936. For the 5- 
year period the average cost for each non-relief family was $80, 
about $20 for each person in the total population.
The relief population is not a homogeneous group of lazy or 
inferior parasites but is composed of many diverse types of 
people. They have been reduced to relief status by a wide 
variety of factors, and they remain on relief for widely differ­
ent lengths of time. ~ ;
Relief is not entirely a depression phenomenon in Iowa. It 
increased steadily from 1920 to 1932, then rose more sharply in 
response to depressed conditions in agriculture and industry. 
The fact that the highest relief load was reached in 1935—2 
years after 1933—indicates that changes in relief lag behind 
changes in general economic conditions.. One of the important 
factors in the extent of relief was the availability of federal and 
state aid to supplement inadequate local relief funds.
The three major developments in the relief situation grow­
ing out of the emergency of the past 5 years are: (1) The early 
breakdown of local voluntary relief programs due to lack of 
local funds; (2) the multiplication of federal agencies; (3) sig­
nificant changes in emphasis of each of the three major pro­
grams : (a) Gradual decrease in relief to the able-bodied unem­
ployed as business improves; (b) marked increase in the rela­
tive number of unemployable families receiving assistance 
since there are no employable persons in these families, public 
assistance must continue to be a major problem for them; (c) 
the increase in old age assistance. This type of aid will be­
come the most extensive in Iowa in the years just ahead, ab­
3
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sorbing the aged from both the unemployable and employable 
relief groups. It will probably increase more rapidly in the 
rural areas because of current population changes which tend 
to “pile up” older persons in rural communities.
Relief will remain a major problem in Iowa for at least a gen­
eration. Just as the economic effects of a prolonged drouth do 
not pass for the average farmer with the first good shower, 
so, the first increase in employment does not mark the 
end of relief in the state. Relief can be overcome only by the 
operation of long-time economic and social changes. It will 
require not only increased care of the aged needy but also the 
combined efforts of local, state and national agencies to edu­
cate adults, to guide youth and to see that youth is employed 
so that it will not further increase unemployment and relief.
A comprehensive approach to a solution of the broad prob­
lem of relief is represented by the ideas inherent in the Social 
Security Act. This national program is a milestone which 
marks the growing public sense of responsibility for economic 
security. It appears obvious that relief needs will be more 
adequately met in the future because of the changes in the 
past 5 years.
What happened in these nine counties in 19^7? Summariz­
ing briefly: Unemployment relief, not counting W PA  cases, 
decreased nearly one-third from October, 1936, to October, 
1937; the number of county care cases did not change mate­
rially ; persons receiving old age assistance increased approx­
imately 40 percent. As a result the total number of families 
receiving assistance from these three agencies was slightly 
larger in October, 1937, than in October, 1936. Further large 
increases are not expected, and there is some tendency for the 
total relief load to fluctuate narrowly around the present level.
4
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Relief in Rural Iowa1
By R ay E. W akeley and A. H. A nderson
Public relief on a large scale is relatively new to Iowa. The 
welfare worker, the relief office, the sewing' room, relief work­
ers digging sewer ditches, building roads or riding out to a 
quarry in a county work relief truck—all of these are new in 
Iowa. Relief in its many forms, however, is increasingly being 
taken for granted.
The multiplication of relief agencies suggests some pertinent 
questions about the whole relief situation: How much does it 
cost? How many persons are affected? What are the func­
tions of the various administrative agencies? What changes 
are taking place in the type and amount of relief? How long 
will relief be needed? What are the causes? What lessons 
may be learned by people of the state from the experiences 
of the past 5 years?
These and numerous other questions are asked by thoughful 
persons in every community. This study is an attempt to con­
tribute to the formation of a sound policy on the basis of a 
careful survey of the whole relief situation in nine representa­
tive counties located in different parts of the state.
Popular impression is that relief has developed during the 
past 5 years, extending over the entire state and into every 
neighborhood. Before 1932 few people except county boards 
of supervisors and overseers of the poor were conscious of 
the relief problem. This was especially true in rural counties.
1 Project 383 of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station, and Federal W PA 
Project DRS 162.
Relief as used in this report refers to material assistance in the form of money 
or goods extended to residents in their homes. Two types of relief are-, therefore not 
embraced in the data presented. These are first, the institutional cases, such as 
^P^**^**  ^ jnils, those in hospitals or private ' ‘homes”  for the aged, orphanages and 
those at the county poor farms; second, the families that, though clients of the relief 
agencies, receive no money but only service. Households supported through Works 
Progress Administration employment are not included in the study. The cost of 
relief given here does not include administrative expense, but represents only the 
actual expenditures for relief to the needy. The term rural as used in this study in­
cludes towns and cities with less than 25,000 population in J93Q
5
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The depression of the last 5 years was not, however, the be­
ginning of,relief in Iowa.2
The increase in the relief load that had its peak in 1935 had 
been continuous since 1920 (fig. 1). Iowa counties spent that 
year in round figures, $1,500,000 for relief, and the amount in­
creased each year until in 1932, $5,500,000 was spent through 
the overseers of the poor for this purpose—a fourfold increase 
in the 12 years period to 1933.3 This does not include aid to 
war veterans and their families from the Soldier’s Relief Fund, 
nor relief extended by private welfare agencies, such as the 
social welfare leagues, the Red Cross and the Salvation Army. 
The rise continued during the 1928-29 boom times without in­
terruption, and in 1932 became more rapid, in a few years sky­
rocketing to the 1935 peak.
About $68,000,000 was expended from county, state and fed­
eral funds together for relief in Iowa during the 5 years, 1932-
2 The fact that relief is not a new problem is shown very clearly by recent pub­
lications of the Division of Social Research, W PA Research Monograph X  Trends,in 
Relief Expenditure 1910-1935.”  This publication assembles data on cost of reliet tor 
16 large cities, New York City, N. Y., the state of Indiana and various other popula­
tions. These data show for each of the areas studied an upward movement in renet 
expenditures throughout the whole period with, however, a marked acceleration atter 
1930. The 1914 depression resulted in only a slight increase, but the 1921-22 depres­
sion had a marked effect. It is also significant that after these depressions bad 
passed the expenditures remained at the‘ new high level and did not decline but 
slowly increased until the next depression, when they suddenly increased rapidly 
again. A  no less significant trend throughout this period was the shift from private 
to public sources for relief funds.
3 Cost of Poor Relief Outside of County Homes, Department of Special Studies, 
Iowa Emergency Relief Administration, Des Moines, Iowa, November, 1936.
6
Bulletin, Vol. 33 [1938], No. 377, Art. 1
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/bulletin/vol33/iss377/1
351
36, approximately one-half of this being federal funds. Part of 
the burden was thus shifted from county property taxes to 
corporation, income and sales taxes. The above relief costs do 
not include the aid to farmers through the Agricultural Ad­
justment Administration, about $123,000,000, nor does it in­
clude the Civil Works Administration program in the winter 
of 1933-34 or the Works Progress Administration program in 
1936.
Since it was impossible as well as uneconomical to survey 
the entire state, a sample of nine counties was selected, includ­
ing Calhoun, Emmet, Guthrie, Ida, Mahaska, Marshall, 
Monona, Page and Washington.4
RELIEF IN AN AVERAGE SAMPLE COUNTY
Iowa’s 99 counties were classified as large city counties and 
small city counties. These latter counties containing no city of
25,000 or more are represented in certain respects by the nine 
sample counties included in this survey. For example, the 
changes in unemployment relief and in overseer of the poor
4 These counties are 9 of a sample of 10 counties selected to represent Iowa in a 
W PA study of public and private assistance. Black Hawk County was not included 
because it includes a city of more than 25,000 population. The information assembled 
includes assistance extended by all welfare and relief agencies in the nine counties 
from January, 1932, through 1936. The counties were selected to represent the relief 
situation in the rural area, including towns and cities having less than 25,000 popula­
tion in 1930.
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relief were almost identical month by month in 1936 for the 
nine sample counties and for all 89 rural and small-city coun­
ties (fig. 3). The sample counties also are represented in the 
proportion of the total relief load in the 89 counties. Since this 
survey does not include the 10 large city counties, the relief 
loads presented here are somewhat lower than they would be 
for the state as a whole.
The data are averaged for the nine counties and presented 
on a per county basis. While the average does not represent 
any one county it seams clearer to think in terms of one 
county than in terms of either 9 or 89. Data for each of the 
sample counties are presented in the appendix, and certain sig­
nificant differences between counties are presented in fig. 11. 
The average population of the sample counties was 20,354 ac­
cording to the 1930 Census.
25.000
20.000
ispoo
10,000
epoo
6,000
spoo
Apoo
3 ,0 0 0
zpoo
1,500
lO O O
800
Fig. 3. Relief cases in 1936—comparison of the rate of change between nine sample 
counties and 89 “ rural and small city” counties.
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M OUNTING BURDEN OF RELIEF, 1932-36
In this typical rural and small city county there was an aver­
age of 175 families5 on relief each month in 1932, 452 families 
in 1933, 529 families in 1934, 598 families in 1935 and 527 fam­
ilies in 1936. In addition to this, there was an average monthly 
W PA payroll in 1936 of approximately 157 workers.6 In round 
numbers there are 5,000 families in the average sample county; 
thus, 3.5 percent of the families were on relief in 1932. In 1936 
the percentage of the families on relief was 10.5 percent, ex­
clusive of those employed in the W PA program.
Although much of the money spent for this assistance was 
from the federal treasury, the amount spent for relief during 
the above period was $20.65 for each of the 20,354 persons in 
an average county, or the cost for the 5 years was approximate­
ly $80 for each family in the county.
Amount of the monthly grants varied widely according to 
the needs of the family, public relief often being supplemental 
to other resources—other income or assistance from relatives. 
Average monthly grant per family on relief from 1932 to 1936, 
inclusive, was $15.60 and provided only for minimum subsis- 
tance needs.7 Relief consisted of such items as food, clothing, 
'rent, fuel, light, water and medical care.
Further analysis shows the changes in relief during this 
period. One hundred forty-one family units received relief 
during January, 1932, at a total cost of $2,244. This was the 
approximate extent of relief until the end of that year (figs. 4 
and 5). Relief increased sharply in the early months of 1933 
until a peak of 635 cases and a relief cost of $8,516 was reach­
ed in April. Improvement in economic and financial condi­
tions together with seasonal factors caused a 30 percent decline 
in relief between April and August of that year. The usual
5 Family as used in this report refers to the household unit which may be com­
posed of one or more persons.
6 The Works Progress Administration gives employment to families who the relief 
admistrator certifies as needing relief. These workers are paid security wages for 
work on approved work projects under the direction of project supervisors and engi­
neers. Wages vary according to wage> zones and skills required, ranging upward from 
$40 per month. A majority of the projects are designed to employ principally unskill­
ed laborers, as this type of worker makes up the bulk of the unemployment relief load.
7 The average budget for a family of four in the sample county was $40 per month 
and only the actual budget deficiency was provided for from public fund3,
9
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Fig. 4. Monthly distribution of relief cases in an average sample county, 1932- 
with date of origin of public agencies and other factors affecting the relief load.
1^ 32.  1033 1934 1*935 1036
Fig. S. Monthly distribution of relief costs in an average sample county, 1932-36, 
with date of origin of public agencies and other factors affecting the relief load.
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winter increase of relief did not appear because of the emer­
gency employment furnished by the CWA.
As the CW A program was tapered off, another marked in­
crease took place in the spring of 1934. This increase con­
tinued until July when 624 families received grants of $9,218 
(figs. 4 and 5). Compared with July, 1933, this was more than 
a 50 percent increase in the number of cases and cost of relief 
during that 12 months, and this increase occurred despite the 
fact that employment and general economic conditions slowly 
were improving in 1934.
Seasonal reemployment caused a slight decrease in relief in 
September, but with the advent of winter and the effects of the 
1934 drouth, amount of relief once again increased. High point 
of the depression relief load was reached in February, 1935, 
when 752 families were on relief at a cost of $14,362. From 
April to August, 1935, seasonal factors and an increase in em­
ployment and improved economic conditions contributed to a 
precipitous decline in relief of nlore than one-third in the num­
ber of cases and nearly one-half in the cost (fig's. 4 and 5).
The W PA program was inaugurated in July, 1935, became 
effective about the beginning of winter and reached its crest 
about the end of the winter, 1936. Despite this program, the 
amount of relief increased seasonally about 20 percent from 
August to December, 1935, and although it gradually decreased 
after December, it was not until the beginning of the summer 
of 1936 that the low point of the previous summer was reached. 
Since W PA was still employing many who had been taken 
from relief rolls, one might expect improving economic con­
ditions to have resulted in a very substantial reduction in 
relief. An examination of the types of relief furnished reveals 
that the development of the program for old age pensions in 
1936 made this kind of aid the major form of public assistance 
by June of that year (figs. 4 and 5).
Severe drouth during the summer of 1936 was probably the 
chief factor causing an increase in the amount of relief during 
the fall months. The temporary expansion of W PA employ­
ment to relieve hardships caused by the drouth was not suf­
ficient to prevent this increase,
11
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TW O  M AJOR TYPE S OF R ELIE F
Relief families may be divided into two general groups: 
Families with employable members and families with no em­
ployable members. These cases are classified as employable 
needy families and unemployable needy families. Able-bodied per­
sons between the ages of 16 and 65 are considered employable 
if household duties do not preclude employment. The Emer­
gency Relief Administration, the W PA and the Resettlement 
Administration aided employable needy, while the County 
Overseer of the Poor, the Soldier’s Relief Commission and the 
Old Age Assistance Commission gave relief principally to un­
employable persons or to families having no employable mem­
bers.
Data in this section of the report show certain characteristics 
which must be considered in interpreting the results. In the 
first place, employable cases were cared for by the overseer of 
the poor in 1932. The division between employable and un­
employable cases can not be indicated for that year because 
the available records made no such distinction.
Second, during the early months of 1933, January to May, 
the unemployed were cared for by County Emergency Relief 
committees under the general supervision of a State Emer­
gency Relief committee. Funds were advanced for these oper­
ations by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. The or­
ganization for emergency relief in the state was essentially the 
same before as after the establishment of the Federal Emer­
gency Relief Administration. No distinction, therefore, is made 
in this report between these two agencies, both of which ex­
tended assistance mainly to the unemployed families.
Third, some duplication exists between the various agencies. 
Transfer of cases .from one agency to another involved some 
duplication; for example, a case might receive assistance from 
the overseer of the poor during the first part of a given month 
and later from the Old Age Assistance Commission. Such 
duplication is especially important in the transfer of unem­
ployment cases to W PA and exaggerates slightly the total 
relief load during 1936, as illustrated by fig. 3.
Another type of duplication grows out of the policy of grant-
12
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ing supplemental aid to unemployment cases, old age assis­
tance cases and W PA cases. Medical and emergency supple­
mentary assistance are granted to some such cases from coun­
ty poor or other funds. Net effect of this overlapping is to 
exaggerate slightly the total relief case load and minimize 
somewhat the per case cost. The data do not permit elimina­
tion of this duplication, but a check made in two of the sample 
counties for the last 6 months of 1936s showed duplication of 
3.3 percent of the total case load. The duplication indicated 
is insufficient to invalidate any of the conclusions of this study.
In making comparisons between agencies, certain charac­
teristics need to be borne in mind. For example, unemploy­
ment relief cases differ in household composition from the 
county poor cases aided through the overseer of the poor in 
two respects: Average age of the individuals is higher in the 
latter group and families are smaller. Cases aided through 
unemployment relief are more often families with young chil­
dren. A surprisingly large proportion of the county poor 
cases are one-person “ families.” Employable persons often are 
employed for a few days or even weeks and are not always on 
relief for a full month, while more of the county poor cases are 
on relief continuously. Among the old age assistance cases 
the family units are smaller than in any other of the groups 
which receive public assistance.
Unemployment Relief to the Employable Needy
In 1932 the public relief burden was carried by the overseers 
of the poor,9 and by the Soldier’s Relief Commission which ex­
tended aid to war veterans and their families. County funds 
and county credit were used for “ relief to indigents and county 
poor, and to families in need because of unemployment.” As 
unemployment increased and the relief problem exceeded the 
capacity of the poor funds and the resources of the private re­
lief agencies, the State Emergency Relief Committee was ap­
pointed in January, 1933. Funds from the Reconstruction Fi­
nance Corporation were made available through the committee 
when the resources and credit of the county were exhausted.
8 Monona and Page counties.
9 The county overseers of the poor were charged with administration of general 
poor relief and care of dependent children and needy blind persons.
13
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Emergency Relief Administration
The relief problem reached emergency proportions before 
the Iowa Emergency Relief Administration was organized. In 
June, 1933, the Iowa Emergency Relief Committee was chang­
ed to cooperate with the Federal Emergency Relief Admin­
istration, and the Iowa Emergency Relief Administration was 
organized. First effect of the introduction of this agency was 
a transfer of unemployment relief families from the County 
Overseers of the Poor to the Iowa Emergency Relief Admin­
istration. New cases also were added rapidly because of emer­
gency needs and the increase in available funds. With this 
change some families with no employable members were in­
cluded on the unemployment relief rolls because the counties 
were unable to care for them from local funds. In May, 1935, 
by administrative order all unemployment relief families were 
reviewed, and unemployable families were transferred to coun­
ty care to be aided from the county poor fund.
Unemployment relief clearly was the dominant form of re­
lief given in Iowa during 1933-35. Even though it did not be­
gin until 1933 it constituted almost half of the total amount 
given from 1932 to 1936, inclusive. During the peak of the 
relief load, as much as 70 percent of the total public assistance
Fig. 6. Total unemployment relief costs and cases in an average sample county, 
1933-36.
14
Bulletin, Vol. 33 [1938], No. 377, Art. 1
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/bulletin/vol33/iss377/1
359
was unemployment relief. During- 1936, however, it varied be­
tween 50 and 20 percent of the total.
Actual amount of unemployment relief also varied a great 
deal during the 5-year period, as indicated by the obligations 
incurred in an average county for this form of assistance. Be­
ginning in 1933 with an average monthly cost of $3,325, these 
monthly obligations rose to $5,025 in 1934, to $6,554 in 1935, 
and declined in 1936 to $2,243. The average monthly case load 
was 249 families in 1933, 322 in 1934, 338 in 1935 and 147 in 
1936 (fig. 5). Actual decline in unemployment relief did not 
correspond to these figures, because the W PA absorbed 
some of these workers. In other words, 157 unemployed fam­
ilies were merely transferred from direct relief to the works 
program.
Several factors contributed to the fluctuations in unemploy­
ment relief. A simple analysis of the monthly costs shows the 
extent to which this varied and the influence of seasonal and 
other factors (fig. 5). In January, 1933, unemployment relief 
cost $2,639. By April it had doubled. It dropped, however, 
during the months following, rapidly at first and then more 
slowly. The employment furnished by the CW A program not 
only prevented the expected seasonal increase for January, 
1934, but also reduced the cost of unemployment relief to a 
low point of $1,409 for that month.10 When the CW A program 
was discontinued the increase in the unemployment relief load 
was immediate. With the exception of a break during the 
summer and fall of 1934, the cost of this form of relief mount­
ed rapidly to $10,779 for January, 1935, which was more than 
twice as high as any previous peak. The cost soon began fall­
ing at a rapid rate, however, and by August had decreased to 
one-third the peak amount. The monthly cost remained be­
tween $3,300 and $4,400 until the W PA program and the in­
crease in old age assistance caused a steady decline during 
the first half of 1936. By June, 1936, it had reached the lowest 
point since unemployment relief began in 1933. The 1936
10 The CWA was set up in November, 1S33, and continued through the winter, em­
ploying relief clients and other unemployed on a 50-50 basis, on work projects set up 
for that purpose. This program temporarily decreased the need for relief from the 
Emergency Relief Administration but with the tapering off of this activity which 
began in February, relief needs increased.
15
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drouth occurred at this time, and the cost of unemployment 
relief slowly rose until November. During December it jump­
ed to $2,709, partly because of the expected seasonal increase 
and partly because of the drastic curtailment of W PA  employ­
ment to drouth-stricken farmers during that month.
Works Progress Administration
While the Works Program—-WPA, CCC, PWA, etc.—is not 
included in this report, it ranks as an important factor in the 
downward trend in unemployment relief in 1936. During that 
year a large proportion of the employable needy was given 
W PA jobs, and the relief load correspondingly was reduced 
(fig. 3). Drouth distress in 1936 was relieved largely by W PA 
and thus this agency together with the Resettlement Admin­
istration absorbed much of the potential increase in the relief 
load in the latter part of 1936. The average monthly W PA 
payroll shows wide fluctuations during the 12 months.
TABLE 1, TOTAL PERSONS EMPLOYED BY W PA IN AN AVERAGE SAMPLE 
COUNTY THE FIRST W EEK OF EACH MONTH DURING 1936*
Month Number employed Month Number employed
142 July ----------------- J1 109
208 August _________ 103'
222 September ____  _ 140
171 ' . October . 194
138 N ovem ber_ 218
118 December _______ 129
January 
February 
March 
April J3E
M a y ___
June —
* The assignments and resignations during the month were disregarded and the 
above figures adequately represent the actual payroll. The decline in December, 1936, 
was due to an administrative ruling referring W PA workers in the drouth area to the 
Resettlement Administration.
Resettlement Administration
While the assistance from this agency was not extensive 
until the last 3 months of 1936, a few grants were made as 
early as December, 1935. The total assistance was relatively 
so unimportant that it is not included in the basic tables or 
graphs in this report, but the figures are presented here on the 
basis of the nine sample counties. During the months of Oc­
tober, November and December, 1936, resettlement grants 
were given to many drouth victims in some counties following 
administrative transfer of these cases from W PA. The follow­
ing summary table indicates the extent of this form of, relief 
to farm operators and farm laborers in the nine counties. This
16
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TABLE 2. NUMBER AND AMOUNT OF EMERGENCY GRANTS PAID BY THE 
RESETTLEMENT ADM INISTRATION IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES 
IN IOW A IN 1935 AND 1936 BY MONTHS.
Total cases 
in nine 
counties
Total amount 
of grants in 
nine counties
Total 1935 and 1936 _______________ 639 $12,459.06
December, 1935 - - _ _. 2 173.00
January, 1936 ___  . . __ . 1 30.80
February ___ _ _ __ ______ 12 669.01
March . . .  __ __ __ _ ___ 23 1,151.25
April ___ r 11 469.00
May __  __ ______  _ __ 6 170.00
June ----------  ------------------ -- 2 60.00
July ---------------------------------------- 1 15.00
August _______ _ ______ _ 7 103.00
September __  __ 4 53.00
October ___ __________ _ _ 114 1,959.00
November __ _ __ _____ 219 3,552.00
December ___ _ _ _ _  _ __ 237 4,054.00
does not include the rehabilitation loans made by the Resettle­
ment Administration, which were a much larger and more im­
portant part of the resettlement program. It would be a mis­
take to assume that the Resettlement Administration cared for 
all farmers who needed assistance. The fact that nearly one- 
sixth of those on unemployment relief in March, 1935, were or 
had been farm operators indicates that a considerable propor­
tion of the relief population came from farms.
Most Unemployment Cases Not Permanent 
The common belief that those who once obtain unemploy­
ment relief are permanent clients thereafter is not substan­
tiated by data from the sample counties. With the average 
county .as the unit, comparison between the relief load in Octo­
ber, 1933, and October, 1935, shows that there were 192 fam­
ilies that received unemployment relief in the former month, 
and 183 families in the latter month. While the unemploy­
ment relief load was nearly the same for these months 2 years 
apart, only 67 of the families which received relief in October, 
1933, were still on the relief rolls in October, 1935, and most 
of these 67 had not been on relief continuously during the 2- 
year period. Two out of every three families depending upon 
unemployment relief in October, 1933, were not receiving re­
lief in October, 1935. Those families which receive unemploy­
ment relief are constantly shifting from relief to non-relief and 
are not a fixed group of chronic dependents who remain on 
relief indefinitely.
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The average unemployed family on relief in Iowa apparent­
ly regards public relief as a temporary solution of its bread 
and butter problem rather than as a permanent one. The most 
discouraging fact regarding this group is that while industrial 
and agricultural recovery seems to benefit the younger people 
especially, it leaves many middle-aged and older people strand­
ed with meager prospect of permanent economic rehabilitation. 
Railroads, coal mines and brick and tile industries are heavy 
contributors to this unemployment. In agriculture the dis­
placed farm laborer, the' displaced tenant and the dispossessed 
farm owner also find it difficult to make suitable economic ad­
justment. The alternative to work in their usual occupation or 
trade is generally some form of common labor which tends to 
pile up further surpluses of unskilled workers.
Needs of unemployment relief families differ in many ways, 
and the amount of relief received per family varies according­
ly. The monthly cost per case for the whole period averaged 
$16.26. About half of the months showed an average case cost 
of from $10 to $15 and approximately 90 percent of the time 
the average monthly case cost was between $10 and $20.
Relief to the Unemployable Needy 
The unemployable group consists of three types of house­
holds: Those generally thought of as the “ county poor,” the 
unemployable veterans and their families,11 and the needy aged. 
Many of these persons would normally have been aided by 
relatives who found their own security jeopardized during the 
depression to the point where they could not do what family 
ties would prompt them to do. Economic recovery and im­
proved morale might do something to decrease this load, but 
there is not inherent in the present situation any great promise 
of a reduction in the number of unemployable needy families 
in these groups.
Relief Administered by the Overseer of the Poor 
County poor relief consists of material assistance in the form 
of money or goods to families in which there are no employable 
members. This relief is granted from county poor funds for
11 It is generally the policy to refer employable veterans to the Emergency Relief 
Administration for direct unemployment relief or W PA employment.
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food, clothing-, medical care, etc. Special cash grants were 
made from county poor funds to mothers of dependent chil­
dren as widow’s pensions and to blind persons in need of assis­
tance.
Cost of poor relief given from the funds administered by the 
overseer of the poor remained surprisingly constant through­
out the 5-year period (fig. 6). Average cost for this period was 
$2,399 per month. The amount rose from $2,350 per month in 
1932 to $2,639 per month in 1935, and fell to $2,136 per month 
in 1936. This decrease was largely because of a transfer to 
other agencies of needy persons formerly receiving relief from 
the overseer of the poor and did not represent a reduction in 
the total relief burden.
Average monthly case load of this agency was 150 families 
in 1932, 175 in 1933, 170 in 1934, 144 in 1935 and 129 in 1936. 
The stability of this case load probably reflected the fact that 
this relief was to unempoyable families which would not be af­
fected by fluctuations in private employment. The case load 
of the overseer of the poor declined slowly to the lowest point 
of the 5-year period in July, 1936. That month the cost of this 
type of relief was $1,664 in the average county. There was a 
slight increase during the remainder of the year.
Need determines the amount of relief to each individual fam­
ily and naturally this varies greatly according to circum-
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Fig. 8. xotal soldier’s relief costs and cases in an average sample county, 1932-3S.
stances. The average monthly case cost for the entire period 
was $15.60. No monthly average fell below $10, and none ap­
peared in the bracket above $25.
Aid to Veterans From the Soldier’s Relief Fund 
Assistance given from this fund was largely to unemploy­
able needy veterans and their families. Average monthly cost 
of soldier’s relief for the entire period was“$308 for the aver­
age county, the range being from $171 for June, 1932 to $646 
for February, 1935 (fig. 7). In 1936 the average cost was $353 
per month. The average monthly case load was 20 in 1932, 24 
in 1933, 27 in 1934, 29 in 1935 and 22 in 1936. Average monthly 
cost per case for the entire period was $12.69, ranging from 
$11.13 per month during 1932 to $16.08 during 1936. There is 
little prospect of material reduction in soldier’s relief in the 
near future, because the case load consists of unemployable 
veterans and their families. Employable veterans are assisted 
by the Emergency Relief Administration and by W PA  and 
are not generally given assistance from the Soldier’s Relief 
Fund.
Old Age Assistance
This form of public assistance had its beginning in Iowa in 
November, 1934, when $361 was granted to eligible aged needy 
persons in the sample county; in April, 1935, it was $1,004 (fig.
20
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9 ); by the spring of 1936, it reached $3,300 per month. After de­
clining slightly during that summer, the cost of old age as­
sistance increased moderately and during both November and 
December, 1936, amounted to more than $3,700 per month. Ap­
plicants who were eligible for assistance were added to the 
pension rolls as rapidly as funds were available. The average 
monthly case load in the last 2 months of 1934 was 31, in 1935 
it was 80 and in 1936 it had increased to 219 cases.12
Cases which received old age assistance are largely persons 
in families previously supported by other agencies. Families 
formerly cared for through the overseer of the poor, who have 
members eligible for old age assistance, have been transfer­
red from the direct relief dole to cash grants from this agency. 
This tends to lighten the tax load on county property. The old­
er employable men, moreover, as they reach 65 are “grad­
uating” into the old age pension class. This natural change 
alone should end much of the need for unemployment relief 
during the next 20 years if in the meantime the young people
12 The old age assistance differs from the other forms of public assistance. The 
case count refers to individual pensioners rather than to families. It is estimated on 
the basis of investigations made in two counties that IS to 20 percent of these persons 
are in households where both husband and wife receive assistance. Thus the true 
case count of families would be slightly less.
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can be kept employed. Old age assistance will become in-x 
creasingly important and will soon equal all other forms of 
direct relief in rural counties.
Average monthly cost per case has changed very little. The 
range for an average county is from $13.42 during the 2 months 
of 1934 to an average of $14.36 during 1936. The true average 
cost per family is somewhat higher than is indicated by the 
above figures because both husband and wife receive assistance 
in some cases.
Relief Administered by Private Welfare Agencies
The two private agencies, included in this survey, Red Cross 
and Salvation Army, extended material relief to local needy 
resident families only as an incidental item in their program. 
Most of this aid was to marginal families who needed aid tem­
porarily or in very small amounts. Private agencies are not 
comparable to other agencies in amounts paid because their 
primary purpose is something other than material assistance. 
In comparison to the public agencies the number of families 
given material relief by these private agencies is negligible. 
The average case cost of the Red Cross was $3.31 per month, 
and the Salvation Army granted less than half of this amount. 
Both of these agencies give aid to transients as well as to resi­
dent families and also are engaged in other important activi­
ties.
RELATION OF RELIEF TO OTHER GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAMS
Numerous agencies of the federal government have been ex­
tending aid to the people of Iowa. These include the Civil 
Works Administration, the Agricultural Adjustment Adminis­
tration, the Resettlement Administration, the Work Progress 
Administration and the Federal Emergency Relief Adminis­
tration. A summary of the federal aid contributed by these 
agencies in Iowa is presented in fig. 10 by counties for the 
years 1933-36. The amounts shown are the averages per person 
on the basis of the total population of the county in 1930.
Average expenditure of federal money during the period 
1930-36 was $60 per capita for the state as a whole. As. would 
be expected, certain drouth counties show the highest per
22
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Fig. 10. Federal aid per capita, 1933-36.
capita receipt of federal money. Counties in the northwestern 
part of the state, where federal relief was low but agricultural 
benefits high, rank second. City counties are comparatively 
low, because the cities did not receive agricultural benefits di­
rectly. The southern counties received above average amounts 
of relief but were lower in agricultural benefits than the coun­
ties in the northwestern part of the state.
VARIATIONS IN RELIEF IN IOWA 
The relief problem varies greatly between the different coun­
ties, even in an agricultural state such as Iowa. There are 
marked differences between rural and city counties and also 
between sample counties within the rural and small city
^ R E L I E F  IN RU RAL AND CITY COUNTIES COM PARED 
Comparing the average “ rural and small city county with 
the 10 “ large city” counties, one of the noticeable differences is 
in the per capita cost of relief. In the “ large city” counties the 
average total cost from 1932-36 is more than $40 for every per­
son in the county,13 while the average cost per person m the
13 The cost figure for the 10 large 
and from the State of Iowa budget 
included in this figure was a very 
writer.
city counties obtained from the 1936 IERA report 
report published in 1937. The soldier’s relief cost 
small part of the total and was estimated by the
23
Wakeley and Anderson: Relief in rural Iowa
Published by Iowa State University Digital Repository, 1938
368
UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF
JAN. MAR*. MAY JULY 5E.PT. MOV,
OVERSEER OF POOR RELIEF
2u0dkj(L
MAY JULY SEPT. MOV.
IOO
SO
*
<so
AO
ZO
O
of Iowa 
Largo. 'Citg
Relief F a m il ie s
Counties
in
Proportion of Iowa P-eliof Fam ilies in 
the S3 R u ra l 4 Sm all Citg " C o un tits  
Space Above S t ra ig h t  L ine Equals Proportion 
Of Iowa Population in  /O Larg e  City Counties
f j s l  .n - Monthly distribution of unemployment relief and 
relief families by class of counties, 1936. overseer of the poor
nine rural and small city sample counties is only half as 
much. Figure 11 shows that unemployment relief and over­
seer of the poor relief families are over-represented in the 
large city counties and under-represented in the “ rural and 
small city counties. Among the 89 counties having no city
PE
R
-C
E
N
T
 
PE
R
.C
E
N
T
24
Bulletin, Vol. 33 [1938], No. 377, Art. 1
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/bulletin/vol33/iss377/1
369
of 25,000 or more, the counties having the larger centers of 
population also have the highest average per capita expendi­
ture for relief.
In this respect Iowa may be contrasted with some of the 
other states where rural relief is more important than urban.14 
This relative difference in rural relief between a good and a 
poor agricultural area is what one would expect to find.
V A R IA T IO N  B E T W E E N  S A M P L E  C O U N T IE S
Total cost of relief naturally varies with the population of a 
county, and the per capita cost of relief also varies greatly. In 
Mahaska County, for example, $30.84 per capita was expended 
for relief during the 5-year period. For Emmet County the 
corresponding figure was $12.85. These were the two extremes 
while the average for nine counties was $20.65.
The relative positions of these counties in this respect were 
not constant from year to year. For example, Mahaska Coun­
ty in 1932 had lower relief costs per person than had any of the 
other eight counties; in 1933 its costs were slightly higher than 
the nine county average, and from July, 1934, through Decem­
ber, 1936, its costs were again higher than those of the other 
sample counties. Ida County had the opposite experience; in 
1932 it had, on the average, higher relief costs per person in 
the .county than the other nine counties, whereas it ranked low 
in this respect through the following 4 years. On the other 
hand, costs in some counties were very consistent. Emmet 
County consistently ranked low during the entire 5 years, and 
Calhoun County had per capita relief costs which were close to 
average during each of the 5 years. Figure 12 shows the vari­
ation in costs in five of the sample counties.
These variations in the cost of relief per unit of population 
among the counties resulted either from corresponding varia­
tions in the need for relief or from variations in the complete­
ness with which the need was met. While both explanations 
are partly true, the variations in need are the more important. 
It seems probable that local needs and local conditions measur­
ably affect the amount of funds which should be released for 
relief purposes.' Recognizing this, the state has allotted aid to
14 Beck, P. G. and Forester, Six Rural Problem Areas, Research Monograph 
published by the Rural Unit, Washington, D. C., 193S.
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TABLE 3. TOTAL PER CAPITA COST OF RELIEF, 1932-36.*
County Amount
Calhoun $19 42
Emmet - _ ____ 12 85
Guthrie ____  _ 22 98
Ida _________________ 13 76
Mahaska .. _ _____________ 30.84
Marshall _ . ___ 23.83
Monona __ ________ __ 22 72
Page _ _______ ____ ___  _ _ _ 14.99
Washington . _ . . . . 15.71
* Based on 1930 population.
the counties on the basis of need, established certain standards 
for relief, and exercised supervision over relief workers to as­
sure close observance of these standards.
The only two counties in the sample which contained cities 
of more than 10,000 were Marshall and Mahaska. The ratio of 
relief costs to population was higher in these two counties 
than in any of the others over the 5-year period.
The number of cases per thousand of population in Mahaska 
County was more than 20 percent higher than in Marshall. The 
presence in Mahaska County of a large group of stranded coal 
miners and the serious drouth conditions in 1934 contributed to 
the high relief load.
Page County has two seasonal industries, coal mining and 
the nursery business.' These industries, ’situated in different 
parts of the county, are characterized by a large relief “ turn­
over” every year, yet they tend to equalize the number on 
relief at any time as miners are on relief in the summer and 
nursery workers in the winter. This unusual situation helps 
to offset the presence of a small city of 6,500 in making com­
parison with other counties.
The other sample counties have mostly agricultural and 
rural village populations, and a basic similarity characterized 
the direction of change in the relief situation in these counties 
during the 5-year period, even thoiigh the intensity of relief 
varies widely. Local factors account for minor deviations in 
the direction and rate of change, and such differences should 
not be overemphasized.
Analysis of the data and the observation of the authors and 
the directors of relief in the counties indicate that there are 
certain general reasons for the variations between counties.
First, the difference in the proportion of the population
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Fig. 12. Comparison of total public relief costs per 100 population in five sample 
counties by months, 1932-36.
that depends upon industrial employment — in the 10 large 
city counties, where industrial employment is relatively great­
er, the relief cost was two times as much per thousand of pop­
ulation as in the counties where farming predominates.
Second, the difference in the economic status of the average 
family—in counties where the average family income is rela­
tively low there are more marginal or near-relief families with 
little or no resources except the day-to-day earnings or meager 
farm income from relatively small acreages of poor land.
Third, the nature of the industries upon which employment 
depends—industries were affected unequally by the depression. 
The market for farm equipment and construction supplies was 
almost entirely destroyed during the depth of the depression in 
Iowa, while some of the processing industries less seriously 
were affected. The recovery of industrial activity has likewise 
been uneven, favoring some counties above others: Some coun­
ties also had a larger proportion of stranded occupational work­
ers such as coal miners and railroad workers.
Fourth, the severity of the drouth in 1934 and 1936— some
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13« Combined index of drouth intensity, 1930-36. (Average of three indices.)* Toources of Data:
Cumulative crop deviation furnished by Statistical Division of Iowa Department of Agriculture.
Cumulative rain reficiency furnished by Iowa Section, U.S.D.A. Weather and Crop Bureau.
Cumulative pasture deviation furnished by United States Bureau of Agricultural 
.Economics in Cooperation with the Division of Statistics of the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture.
counties had very unfavorable crop conditions in one or both 
of these years, while others had normal or near normal crops 
(fig. 13).
Because of these and other factors which vary between coun­
ties and often counterbalance each other, statistical compari­
sons of relief alone do not tell the whole story, with reference 
to individual counties.
FACTORS AFFECTING THE LONG-TIME NEED 
FOR RELIEF
Important changes in the relief situation depend upon 
changes* in economic and psycho-social factors. Some of these 
factors will affect the need for relief for sometime to come, 
perhaps for a generation.
In Iowa, farm income is of primary importance. Even the 
villages, towns and small cities indirectly are supported by in­
come from farms. During the 5-year period from 193L35, the 
total cash income from farms was extremely low in Iowa, av-
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eraging about $346,000,000 per year. This was only slightly 
more than half as much as the cash income of 1929, $660,000,- 
000, which was approximately the amount of the average farm 
cash income from 1924 to 1930. The lowest point was reach­
ed in 1932 when the amount was $277,000,000 or less than half 
of the 1929 figure.15 In other words, during the 5-year period, 
Iowa farmers received roughly \XA billion dollars less cash in­
come than they had been accustomed to receive during the 
prosperous times. This figure, which dwarfs the $123,000,000 
total of farm benefit checks received by Iowa farmers from 
the Agricultural Adjustment Administration from 1933-36, 
must not be overlooked in any consideration of the Iowa relief 
situation.
The effects of this tremendous loss of farm income will like­
ly be evident for many years. Sudden increases in farm in­
come cannot immediately restore the general prosperity and 
employment of the 1920’s. Rising farm prices will enable most 
farmers to gradually replace worn out machinery, repair their 
buildings, etc., but they will not enable dispossessed farmers to 
-buy back lost farms, nor will they immediately lift heavy mort­
gages or build-up cash reserves. In the meantime, the farmers 
will probably spend less in villages, towns and small cities and 
hire less farm labor than before the depression. Thus the 
accumulated effects of the depression may help to explain why 
the rise in farm income was not immediately reflected in cor­
responding reductions in relief costs. Furthermore, the rise of 
farm products prices should not be confused with the rise of 
farm income. The former has risen faster than the latter be­
cause of the drouth and crop reduction.
General economic disorganization also contributed exten­
sively, both directly and indirectly, to the increased need for 
relief. The land boom, bank failures, mortgage foreclosures, 
the stock market crash, tax sales, general business dislocation, 
unemployment and bankruptcies are among the familiar earlier 
causes of distress.
This far-reaching economic disorganization swept away the
15 “ Farm Value, Gross Income, and Cash Income from Production” published by 
the Crop Reporting Board, U.S.D.A., Bureau of Agricultural Economics.
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savings and the credit of large numbers of people and at the 
same time threw many thousands of wage earners out of em­
ployment. While some were directly reduced to poverty, 
others merely descended in economic level and squeezed less 
well-trained persons out of their jobs, which further increased 
the ranks of the unemployed. Older people who were crowded 
out will have little opportunity to “come back.” Many of those 
past middle age who have received public relief will probably 
continue on some form of public assistance during the remain­
der of their lives.
Savings of most people were insufficient to last long after 
their incomes were cut short by loss of employment. Con­
sequently, large numbers of unemployed who were not sup­
ported by relatives were forced on relief.
General increases in employment appeared to have little, if 
any, effect upon relief in the rural counties. Whereas indus­
trial employment increased from 1932 to 1935, relief costs in 
the sample counties continued to mount rapidly. Industrial 
employment is relatively unimportant in rural areas, at least 
in those which are not adjacent to industrial centers. Skilled 
workers, who never constituted a large part of the relief popu­
lation, profited most by the increased industrial employment. 
Rural laborers, who are chiefly unskilled workers and who 
constitute the major portion of the relief population, were 
affected but little. Decreases in public relief to employables 
is, in the long run, dependent upon the extent of general em­
ployment, but the relationship may not be apparent in a 5-year 
period. The relationship between relief in the sample counties 
and general employment was largely obscured by the effects 
of other factors.
Another economic factor accentuating the need for relief 
was the withdrawal of support by relatives of needy persons. 
Some persons who had been supporting needy relatives prob­
ably discontinued assistance after public relief became avail­
able even though they could afford to continue their assistance. 
A large number, however, were unable to help needy relatives 
because of the depletion of their own savings or because of de­
creased income. This was one of the major reasons for the in­
crease in old age assistance.
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Drouths affected relief not only by reducing farm income 
but by influencing the distribution of this income. The distress 
in severely dry areas naturally contributed more to the total 
relief burden than reductions in the more fortunate counties 
could reduce it (fig. 13). Despite the fact that the relief data 
here presented are not consistent in establishing a relationship 
between drouth and the relief load, the logical conclusion is 
that the severe drouths sharply increased total relief costs in 
Iowa.
Relief appropriations and federal aid determined to a con­
siderable extent past variations in the amount of relief. Re­
gardless of the need of public relief, no more could be given 
than was made available. The cost of relief in the sample 
counties was more than four times as great in 1935 as in 1932, 
yet it is improbable that the actual need was four times as 
great. The obvious conclusion is that relief needs were met 
much more completely in 1935 than they were 3 years prev­
iously. In 1932, Iowa counties had to pay all their own relief 
expenses, and some of them were unable to borrow necessary 
funds because their bonded indebtedness had already reached 
the constitutional limit of 5 percent of the value of all taxable 
property. Evidently, the need for relief was only partially met 
that year. In 1935, the resources of the federal and state gov­
ernments were added to those of the counties.
P S Y C H O -S O C IA L  F A C T O R S  A F F E C T IN G  R E L IE F
Economic factors and government aid alone are insufficient 
to account for changes in the amount of relief. Social and psy­
chological factors also are important. During the first part of 
the depression it was commonly considered humiliating to ac­
cept public relief. This “ stigma of relief” undoubtedly pre­
vented many persons from applying for relief long after they 
needed such assistance. As more and more people came on 
relief this stigma gradually lessened. People in need of public 
assistance did not hesitate to apply for relief after some of their 
relatives, friends and neighbors had shown the way. People 
generally ceased to wait until they were as poverty stricken as 
formerly before applying for relief. This accounts for part
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of the rise of the relief burden after the depth of the depression 
already was past. Even today, there are doubtless a large 
number of very poor but proud persons who refuse to accept 
relief.
Unfortunately, the breakdown of personal independence 
seemed to accompany the lessening of the stigma of relief. 
Neighbors and other acquaintances, as soon as they ceased to 
look down upon those who applied for relief, sometimes tended 
to envy them. They saw it was possible to be provided with a 
minimum of the necessities of life from public funds, and they 
believed that they needed and deserved relief as much as their 
neighbors. With the establishment of unemployment relief, 
supervised investigation was introduced to check on the need 
of the families applying for relief. Such investigation, how­
ever, did not prevent a larger proportion of needy families from 
receiving relief than had applied previously.
Probably the most common form of demoralization was that 
which resulted from prolonged unemployment and relief status. 
A large majority of the people applied for their first relief as a 
temporary expedient and resolved to do all they could to get 
off relief as soon as possible and to sttiy off,. Those who were 
so unfortunate as to be unable to obtain employment within 
1 or 2 years tended to lose their courage, and their morale 
gradually weakened-—their previous faith in justice and the or­
dinary virtues was impaired and their whole outlook toward 
life changed. Some of them “gave up” and became sour, pes­
simistic, selfish and unambitious. In a less intense form, pro­
longed unemployment alone, without accompanying relief 
status, tended to have similar effects. Unfortunately, one can 
only guess how important these changes in attitudes and char­
acter actually were. Their importance is probably underesti­
mated by most people. Undoubtedly personal demoralization 
did its part in increasing relief and, especially, in checking the 
decline in the relief load since the peak of 1935.
It is in no way implied that unemployment and relief status 
have shattered the morale of all who received relief. A major­
ity of those who have been on relief did not remain on relief 
during any 12 consecutive months. On the other hand, there
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were those who refused to work for a living-—the locally recog­
nized loafers whose relatives supported them even in good 
times. Undoubtedly many of these went on relief at the first 
opportunity and intended to remain on as long as possible.
Naturally, also, there has been an increased public recogni­
tion of relief problems and of the need for relief during the 
period. This has been indicated by the general acceptance of 
the idea of relief, by the rapid multiplication of government 
agencies and by the recent establishment of the Social Security 
Board and the State Board of Public Welfare.
APPENDIX
Tables 4-20, on the following pages present the detailed in­
formation on relief in the nine sample counties by years, 1932- 
36. This information includes: Total cost of relief; total cases 
on relief ; average cost per case ; total relief costs by counties, 
and total relief cases by counties.
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TABLE 4. TOTAL COST OF RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1932
Months Total Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Armv
Total _
1
____1 $279,153.84 $253,758.23 $23,833.51 $841.65 $720.45
Tanuary _______ __| 20,198.56 17.747.22 2,303.25 97.44 50.65
February .. _____i 21.984.33 19 .606 63 2.179.99 136.77 61.94
M a r c h ______ .. -| 27.445.81 25.087.56 2.207.82 74.56 75.87
Aoril ____ ____( 26.510.35 24.099.69 2,278.71 63.76 68.19
May __________ . . . . . | 21.783.31 19.7.53.39 ■ 1.861.16 79.70 89.06
June ---------------- ____I 22,995.28 21,389.80 1,538.50 23.66 43.32
July . . .  | 18.881.08 17.160.85 1.649.57 39.23 31.43
August ________ ____i 19.562.66 17.700.71 1.755.25 34.23 72.47
September ____ ____| 24,059.83 22,122.74 1.812.55 80.93 43.61
October . . . _____ ____1 22,431.71 20,615.30 1.701.82 41.20 73:39
November . .  | 20.285.97 17.998.56 2.134.87 89.74 63.07
December _____ ____| 33,014.95 30.475.78 2,411.02 80.70 47.45
TABLE 5. TOTAL COST OF RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1933
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
| Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Armv
Total ______I $650,672.32 $359,172.88
1
1 $265,142.83 $24,907.82 $890.03 . $558.76
I
Tanuary __ 43,576.19 23,759.59 1 17.667.48 1.971.08 124.89 53.15
February _ _ 56.829.89 29.309.25 i 24.782.59 2,569.17 105.63 63.25
March _ _ | 69,782.72 42,115.50 25.448.26 2,103.48 61.30 54.18
April I 76.644.02 47.334.57 1 26.792.18 2.396.17 82.3.3 38.77
May _____ __l 64.754.19 J 39.903.87 | 23.004.37 * 1,783.70 37.79 'i 24.46
June ---------  -1 58,916.30 32,172.47 24,737.59 1,950.76 35.03 20.45
July -I 47,747.58 ' 26.047.15 [ 20,082.15 1,577.69 21.66 18.93
August ______ 49,248.31 27,977.89 1 19.224.95 1,898.85 37.30 109.31
Septem ber_- 45.583.28 25,582.26 | 17.922.99 2,017.49 55.04 5.50
October _____ 1 44,025.86 22.981.28 | 19.087.35 1,845.94 89.54 21.75
November ___ 47,864.82 24,948.82 | 20.608.83 2,134.71 114.56 57.90
December ___ 45,699.16 17,040.23 f 25,784.08 2,658.78 124.96 91.11
TABLE 6. TOTAL COST OF RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1934
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer Soldier’ s 
of the Poor Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Old Age 
Assistance
Total ___ $847,376.10 $542,742.69
. 1
$250,806.90 |$35,180.52 $782.35 $270.64 $7,593.00
Tanuary 32,348.14 12,680.37 16,701.61 | 2,814.94 130.72 20.50
February 32,158.48 14.759.03 20,549.48 | 2,727.72 106.00 16.25 ifMarch 44.929.87 20,894.62 21,068.12 1 2,872.00 62.53 25.60
April 52,879.73 26,844.32 23.293.54 | 2.668.88 57.49 • 15.50
May 61,811.65 37.302.89 21,598.31 | 2,852.70 22.25 35.50
June 81.257.27 55,979.99 22,331.94 1 2,912.89 14.45 18.00
July 82,969.24 58,241.56 22.165.58 | 2,519.57 30.18 12.35
August 81.268.24 54.698.38 23,774.14 | 2,737.30 48.67 9.75
September 75.841.17 54.795.55 18,159.56 ( 2.822.47 46.34 17.25
October 84,327.13 60.623.28 20,814.76 I 2.803.09 71.80 14.20
November 89,728.44 61,059.14 22,387.57 | 2,935.59 87.14 14.00 3,245.00
December 121,863.74 84,863.56 27,962.29 | 4,513.37 104.78 71.74 4,348.00
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TABLE 7. TOTAL COST OF RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES
1935
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation Old Age 
Army Assistance
Total $1,153,523.91 $707,856.43 $285,053.09 $44,149.89 $1,366.50 $181.00 $114,917.00
January 129,260.04 97,013.21 21,943.21 5,743.40 154.22 40.00 4,366.00
February 135,473.81 94,445.25 28,627.09 5,816.82 95.65 25.00 6,463.00
March 134,954.39 96,950.95 26,130.78 3,528.60 132.06 15.00 8,197.00
April 118,687.60 80,853.95 25,032.82 3,653.63 103.20 12.00 9,032.00
May 103,080.24 65,146.48 25,653.77 3,320.24 74,75 8.00 8,877.00
June 89,525.37 56,023.15 21,230.56 3,245.43 182.23 5.00 8,839.00
July 79,330.30 43,645.22 21,748.35 3,046.83 176.90 4.00 10,709.00
August 66,358.81 31,931.98 20,647.63 2,913.48 176.72 6.00 10,683.00
September 64,456.49 29,833.60 20,267.78 3,205.89 52.22 7.00 11,090.00
October 74,198.43 38,372.19 21,361.21 3,393.80 59.23 11.00 11,001.00
November 71,155.62 32,751.87 23,145.85 2,897.31 75.49 18.00 12,267.00
December 87,042.81 40,887.58 29,264.04 3,384.36 83.83 30.00 13,393.00
TABLE 8. TOTAL COST OF RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1936
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Old Age 
Assistance
Total $851,722,99 $242,345.59 $230,741.66 $38,172.88 $401.03 $711.83 $339,350.00
January 81,417.43 37,137.25 26,179.51 3,548.17 77.50 38.00 14,437.00
February 79,034.64 33,234.26 ■ 25,868.08 3,688.73 93.57 50.00 16,100.00
March 69,974.02 26,293.41 21,202.51 3,915.14 99.96 58.00 18,405.00
April 72,137.01 20,628.74 19,577.06 3,711.21 42.00 40.00 28,138.00
May 67,391.55 15,323.41 17,216.55 3,123.59 28.00 35.00 31,665.00
June 65,071.82 12,360.60 16,956.02 3,037.20 35.00 37.00 32,646.00
July 63,435.28 12,838.39 14,978.86 2,617.78 0 33.25 32,967.00
August ' 62,672.25 13,734.00 15,185.91 2,578.84 0 10.50 31,163.00
September 67,336.22 15,317.67 17,077.96 2,644.13 12 00 74.46 32,210.00
October 69,529.95 14,599.41 18,478.49 2,843.05 13.00 68.00 33,528.00
November 72,101.06 16,496.06 18,192.74 3,176.66 0 122.60 34,113.00
December 81,621.76 24,382.39 19,827.97 3,288.38 0 145.02 33,978.00
TABLE 9. TOTAL CASES'ON RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1932
Months Total Overseer 
of the Poof
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Total _ -- _____ 18,988 16,244 2,140 235 369
January - . ____ . 1,270 1,020 181 31 38
February - - - - - - 1,573 1.280 215 33 45
March ______ ______ 1,793 1,517 227 23 26
April __________ 1,751 1,499 210 16 26
May --  ______ - 1,571 1,340 177 14 40
June ----------------- 1,392 1,232 135 •5 20
July ---------- ------------ 1,328 1,137 148 9 34
August _ - -- -_ 1,634 1,452 145 8 29
September __ 1,516 1,332 151 16 17
October . - „ 1,737 1,538 157 16 26
November ... _____ 1,377 1,163 157 28 29
December ________ 2,046 1,734 237 36 . 39
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TABLE 10. TOTAL CASES ON RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1933
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
T o t a l_ 48,954 26,886 18,859 2,644 254 311
January ______ 3,545 1,814 1,462 178 37 54
February _ _ 4,383 2,129 1,878 283 31 62
March _______ 5,237 2,968 1,998 222 22 27
April _____ 5,714 3,498 1,918 254 23 21
May _________ 5,019 3,015 1,770. 206 10 18
June _ . _ 4,252 2,416 1,586 228 8 14
July ------------- 3,570 2,114 1,278 162 8 8
August ____ 3,641 2,057 1,360 199 8 17
September ___ 3,559 1,970 1,377 192 16 4
October _____ 3,376 1,726 1,382 222 21 25
November ___ 3,565 1,912 1,351 243 33 26
December ___ 3,093 1,267 1,499 255 37 35
TABLE 11. TOTAL CASES ON RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1934
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation 
Army |
Old Av
Assislan
Total 57,093 34,800 18,403 2,863 274 187 566
January 2,638 1,216 1,157 207 38 20
February 2,892 1,173 1,444 226 34 15
March 3,588 1,909 1,387 240 28 24
April 4,441 2,602 1,578 229 18 14
May 4,447 2,641 1,546 240» 8 12
June 5,376 3,521 1,590 246 i  9 10
July 5,619 3,757 . 1,617 226 11 8
August 5,412 3,521 1,640 230 12 9
September 5,254 3,524 1,479 219 . 18 14
October 5,360 3,418 1,650 259 23 10
November 5,632 3,451 1,661 230 36 12 242
December 6,434 4,067 1,654 311 39 39 324
TABLE 12. TOTAL CASES ON RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1935
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross Salvation
Army
Old Age 
Assistance
Total 64,494 36,437 15,582 3,078 356 425. 8,616
January 6,618 4,579 1,183 418 39 75 324
February 6,731 4,507 1,220 411 40 63 490
March 6,718 4,481 1,258 275 40 45 619
April 6,352 4,049 1,298 264 34 . 24 683
May 6,070 3,795 1,333 231 22 19 670
June 5,222 2,992 1,307 218 26 12 667
July 4,707 2,354 1,298 212 25 10 808
August 4,032 1,664 1,341 185 24 12 806
September 4,167 1,721 1,345 221 19 23 838
October 4,208 1,759 1,350 219 22 30' 823
November 4,503 1,993 1,331 196 30 47 906
December 5,166 2,543 1,318 228 35 65 977
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TABLE 13. TOTAL CASES ON RELIEF IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1936
Months Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Old Age 
Assistance
Total 56,761 15,752 13,939 2,374 174 875 23,647
January 5,090 2,275 1,406 244 34 91 1,040
February 4,956 2,057 1,345 247 34 126 1,147
March 4,757 1,714 1.312 231 32 167 1,301
April 4,775 1,300 1,179 229 20 75 1,972
May 4,590 1,018 1,094 191 18 64 2,205
June 4,456 857 1,078 175 19 60 2,267
July 4,372 840 1,036 170 0 35 2,291
August 4,393 1,014 1,041 166 0 8 2,164
September 4,664 1,102 1,094 181 8 36 2,243
October 4,626 936 1,139 176 9 39 2,327
November 4,760 1,100 1,080 170 0 59 2,351
December 5,322 1,539 1,135 194 0 115 2,339
TABLE 14. AVERAGE COST PER CASE IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1932
County
Total Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Total ____  _____ $14.75 $15.68 $11.14 $3.58 $1.95
Calhoun _____  _ 14.84 15.08 12.77
Emmet * 18.64 20.64 12.36 5.81
Guthrie __ 15.55 17.24 4,57 1,21
Ida ________________ 27.54 27.56 26.59
Mahaska 9.82 10.88 6.28 7.26 0.91
Marshall ____ 11.68 13.09 8.55 2.02 2.40
Monona __ ________ 17.74 17.64 18.39
Page ------------- -------- 17.01 17.27 15.31 3.60
Washington __ __ _ 13.93 13.96 13.81
TABLE IS. AVERAGE COST PER CASE IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1933
County Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Soldier’s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Total ________ $13.29 $13.36 $14.06 . $9.42 $3.50 $1.80
Calhoun _____ 12.00 11.96 12.18 10.78
Emmet _ _ _ 14.24 12.91 16.67 12.42 6.57
Guthrie _____ 13.92 15.52 13.82 7.96 1.27'Ida _________ 18.97 15.50 20.79 17.82
Mahaska ___ 11.92 13.90 9.70 5.83 6.94 0.74
Marshall ____ 15.95 17.23 16.60 7.10 2.05 2.16Monona H 14.89 15.75 13.75 10.66
Page ------- 11.44 10.34 12.48 14.01 4.40
Washington _. 9.23 6.90 14.35 12.96
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TABLE 16 AVERAGE COST PER CASE IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1934
County Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor
Old Age 
Assistance
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Total $14.84 $15.60 $14.17 $13.42 $12.29 $2.86 $1.45
13.98 14.37 13.81 13.90 12.44
15,05 14.84 16.47 13.67 12.92 5.78
16.82 18.80 12.98 13.34 13.63 1.00
Ida 16.38 11.45 19.63 13.55 22.52
14.48 15.90 11.89 . 12.98 7.36 2.00 0.94
14.20 15.56 13.54 13.54 9.22 2.05
15.75 15.27 15.91 13.30 23.40
14 51 14.67 14.06 13.46 15.37 7.00
Washington 14.50 13."90 15.30 12.72 13.98
TABLE 17. AVERAGE COST PER CASE IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1935
County Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
}f the Poor
Old Age 
Assistance
Soldier’ s
-Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Total
00CO•60- $19.43 $18.29 • $13.30 $14.34
i$3.84* $0.43*
18.74 21.44 18.20 13.59 15.06 6.42Emmet 19.30 21.13 19.45 13.54 20.47
Guthrie 18.23 19.03 19.66 13.14 14.69 1.50
21.25 15,52 30.42 13.36 19.49 N.A. N.A.17.61 19.62 14.94 13.25 1'3.37
Marshall 17.49 20.57 15.75 13.16 13.53 11.37 0.56
18.07 19.70 17.54 13.05 14.46 10.00Page 15.14 16.13 15.02 13.43 11.Ò1
Washington 20.04 18.67 33.42 13.35 13.88 4.71
* Includes cases for which costs were not ascertainable.
TABLE 18. AVERAGE COST PER CASE IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1936
County Total Unemploy­
ment
Overseer 
of the Poor 1
Soldier’ s
Relief
Red
Cross
Salvation
Army
Old Age 
Assistance
Total $15.01 $15.38 $16.55 $16.08 $2.30 $0.81 $14.36
16.63 17.80 18.62 19.54 14.14
15.06 ' 13.23 17.32 17.69 6.25 14.53
14.13 12.65 15.47 18.52 1.50 13.92
Ida 15.49 15.96 17.25 20.59 13.88
15.37. 17.61 14.80 15.40 N.A. 1.47 14.44
14.96 15.17 19.12 12.54 5.73 0.64 14.71
13.99 14.57 13.20 16.52
14.09 11,13 15.33 16.38 10.00 14.67
Washington 15.69 16.28 19.44 13.97 14.18
* Includes cases for which costs were not ascertainable.
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TA15LE 19. TOTAL RELIEF COSTS IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES.
1932
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie
1
Ida Mahaska Marshall Monona Page Washington
I
Total ______________ $279,158.84 $27,152.37 $15,320.27 $26,164.59 $27,541.31 $29,316.11 $49,240.44 $35,584.59 $43,041.31 $25,792.85
January __ ______ 20,198.56 1,642.03 1,065.06 1,616.20 1,656.26 3,324.58 2,486.54 3,147.76 2,895.92 2,453.21
February ___ ___ i  _ 21,984.33 1,951.03 1,252.05 2,190.84 2,889.81 2,692.29 3,622.63 2,741.17 3,302.86 1,341.65
March _________ ___ 27,443.81 2,754.18 1,274.25 2,543.28 2,660.38 3,514.89 4,926.71 3,105.12 3,912.50 2,754.50
April . . _ _ _ _ 26,510.35 2,437.90 1,295.94 2,467.61 2,470.00 3,244.01 3,510.61 3,726.74 4,361.00 2,996.54
May _______________ 21,783.31 1,839.27 1,078.73 2,011.54 2,830.72 2,365.93 3,647.57 2,966.33 2,597.24 2,445.98
June _____„•________ 22,995.28 1,732.93 1,402.76 2,687.25 2,521.28 1,974.64 4,670.92 2,788.16 3,252.91 1,964.43
July _____  ______ 18,881.08 1,961.05 1,170.07 . 1,702.13 2,059.68 1,904.94 3,220.65 1,629.26 3,160.83 2,072.47
August ________ _ __ 19,562.66 1,840.50 1,036.56 2,709.58 1,866.55 1,873.56 3,557.80 2,026.33 2,984.90 1,666.88
September _____ ___ 24,059.83 2,303.37 1,261.57 1,831.32 2,106.96 1,961.08 3,817.30 3,292.43 5,280.89 2,204.91
22,431.71 2,231.83 1,214.52 1,776.08 1,907.22 2,273.65 3,876.25 3,403.10 3,817.60 1,931.46
20,285.97 2,218.18 1,471.80 2,614.13 2,337.13 1,959.85 | 2,470.23 2,839.87 2,855.02 l,519./6
December _________ 33,014.95 4,240.10 1,795.96 2,014,63 2,235.32 2,316.69 9,433.23 3,918.32 4,619.64 2,441.06
1933
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie Ida 1 Mahaska Marshall Monona Page Washington
i
Total ______________ $650,672.32
.
$64,141.61 $32,597,57 $46,950.59 $29,364.-14 $100,126.55 $179,965.72 $82,419.80 $61,678.95 $53,427.39
January ___________
February __________
March _____________
April ________:______
May _______________
June ______________
43.576.19 
56,829.89 
69,782.72 
76,644.02
64.754.19 
58,916.30
3,042.49
6,691.79
5,874.44
6,632.12
6,584.65
7,439.22
1,507.71 
2,491.4Q 
3,227.60 
4,172.69 
4,427.59 
3,694.89
3.683.53 
4,130.57 
4,470.75
4.575.54 
4,714.50 
4,747.10
2.495.56 
2,761.71 
2,906.79 
3,079.65 
2,808.10
3.172.57
5,479^ 63 
6,484.21 
15,672.98 
15,588.70 
10,151.28 
5,594.55
11,592.53
16,091.03
15,967.01
22,205.75
18,915.99
18,086.51
4,887.19
6,467.90
8,265.26
10,001.20
7,951.00
6,590.70
6,642.40
7,225.42
8,015.97
5,362.00
4,414.77
4,696.20
4,245.15
4,485.86
5,381.92
5,026.37
4,786.31
4,894.56
August ____________
September _________
October ___________ _
November _________
December _________
47,747.58
49,248.31
45,583.28
44,025.86
47,864.82
45,699.16
3,942.88
6,581.15
4,589.96
3,894.54
3,931.06
4,937.31
2,353.56
2,166.26
2,376.32
2,205.14
2,078.48
1,895.93
3,513.20
3,658.82
3,078.03
3,544.00
3,321.45
3,518.10
1,915.03
1,834.29
2,197.54
1,902.60
2,508.77
1,781.53
5,691.53
6,824.95
7,804.81
7,382.86
7,246.35
6,205.20
16,673.11
12,517.93
9,907.22
10,661.25
14,487.99
12,859.40
5,723.01
7,402.00
6,023.20
6,317.16
7,210.35
5,580.83
3,718.93
4,255.86
4,112.95
4,858.73
3,683.25
4,692.47
4,216.33
4,007.05
5,498.25
3,260.08
3,397.12
4,228.39
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(Table 19—Continued)
1934
Months Total Calhoun Emmet | Guthrie Ida I Mahaska | Marshall 1 Monona Page Washington
Total ______________
January -----------------
February --------1 ------
March ................... -
April _____________ C
May _______________
June, --------- --------------
July -----------------  —
August -------------------
September ------- -------
O cto b e r_ - - -
November — —  - -
$847,376.10
32,348.14
38,158.48
44,922.87
52,879.73
61,811.65
81,257.27
82.969.24
81.263.24 
75,841.17 
84,327.13 • 
89,728.44
121,863.74
$70,749.68
3,009.57
4,030.86
5,383.27
6,321.83
5,293.05
4,965.91
5,074.85
5,539.99
5,300.43
6,004.52
7,891.31
11,934.09
$31,596.07
1,595.10
1.813.97 
1,968.20 
2,559.18 
2,057.75 
2,478.88
2,855.83 • 
2,677.73 
2,432.07 
3,026.48
3.466.98 
4,663.92
$94,378.58
3,874.87
3,746.60
3,846.10
5,617.58
6,355.77 '
7,600.00
7,599.33 
9,343.35 
9,125.07 
10,461.98 
11,974.20 
14,833.73 •
$26,465.58
1,582.24
1,493.28
1.635.63
1.634.06 
1,636.02
2.803.63
3.836.06 
2,166.66 
1,694.11 
2,293.66 
2,810.89 
2,878.99
$204,313.18
5,828.03 
5,916.11 
6,368.33 
7,674.28 
9,192.46 
17,647.41 
■
25,947.54
23,265.91
21,674.80
26,247.51*
24,495.82
30,054.98
$171,765.51
6,470.02
10,673.56
14,491.46
14,663.18
16,241.66
14,138.Z0
15,169.72
14,296.22
15,794.03
11,897.36
13,823.68
24,105.92
$109,919.70
2,748.13
4,150.24
4,493.70
6,409.50
10,694.91
15,799.56
10,472.65
11,079.46
7,351.54
11,299.63
10,592.96
14,827.42
$78,959.95
3,271.79
3,290.58
3,699.96
4,743.95
6,274.65
7,107.23
7,483.53
8,164.46
8,186.14
7,511.92
8,626.36
10,599.38
$59,228.20
3,968.39
3,043.28
3,036.22
3,256.17
4,065.38
8,715.95
4,529.73
4,734.46
4,282.98
5,584.07
6,046.26
7,965.31
1935
Total Calhoun
.
Emmet Guthrie ; Ida Mahaska Marshall Monona Page Washington
Total -------------------- -
January -----------------
February ---------- -----
March --------------------
April -------------------
May -----------------------
June — ------------- --
July ., ------------- S  =-
August — -----
September _ — - - -
October. — :---- ---------
November - -----  —
December _ —  _
$1,153,523.91
129,260.04
135,473.81
134,954.39
118,687.60
103,080.24
89,525.37
79,330.30
66.358.81 
64,456.49 
74,198.43 
71,155.62
87.042.81
$94,727.26
11,199.77
11,759.13
10,800.19
10,671.57
8,616.80
8,032.77
5,924.52
4.188.36
4.579.36 
4,449.39 
5,732.67 
8,772.73
$52,890.36 :
5,911.15 ^
6,362.68 i
5,908.85
5,206.37
5,354.33
4,561.74
3,407.92
2,546.96
2,847.14
3,068.51
3,353.54
4,361.17
$142,190.27
17,994.54
18,324.78
'18,216,10
16,041.42
12,958.71
9,911.35
9,367.75
7,091.78
7,611.13
8,119.37
7,393.32
9,160.02
$39,356.19
3.602.33
4.451.49 
4,505.10 
4,181.97 
3,470.65 
2,900.41
2.567.34 
2,231.95
2.505.35 
2,406,06 
2,820.04
3.713.50
$277,638.67
31,615.53
32,286.63
32,128.02
28,377.48
23,705.83
20,727.71
19,215.70
18,508.89
16,205.97
19,839.40
17,300.52
17,726.99
$234,662.80
^6,521.4 6
24,581.50
26,374.99
21,394.14
18,244.44 .
17,477.86
17,843.66
15,093.36
13,494.76
17,150.78
15,729.69
20,756.16
$117,326.69
11.964.42 
16,605.13
15.486.42 
13,749.50 
13,285.86 
10,154.53
7,040.15 
4,812.62 
5,597.40 ■
5.888.49 
5,279.67
7.462.50
$103,850.40
11,649.95
10,735.10
10,665.29
9,822.74
9,194.10
8.313.41
7,384.46
6,656.06
7.374.41 
8,317.23 
6,935.05 
6,802.59
$90,881.27
8,800.88
10,363.37
10,869.43
9,242.41
8,249.52
7,445.59
6,578.80
5,228.83
4,240.97
4,959.20
6,611.12
8,287.15
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1936
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie Ida Mahaska Marshall Monona Page Washington
Total - — $851,722.99 $85,041.20 $33,018.31 $88,435.40
'
$41,428.20 $184,435.01 $167,938.08 $68,617.57 $100,652.25 $82,156.88
81,417.43 10,736.96 3,455.59 8,929.81 2,899.37 15,777.18 19,060.52 5,542.20 6,981.94 8,034.06
79,034.64 8,365.66 3,343.58 8,418.38 3,676.70 15,691.68 18,606.75 6,236.37 7,205.97 7,489.55
69,974.02 6,883.79 3,132.22 7,400.38 ■ 2,700.80 15,235.41 14,939.56 6;140.96 6,787.86 6,753.14
72,137.01 6,546.25 2,764.14 8,328.28 3,273.80 15,746.05 14,560.43 5,362.45 7,450.66 8,104.95
67,391.55 5,173.27 2,640.06 7,827.25 3,056.83 14,961.60 13,342.82 5,753.78 7,671.52 6,964.42
fune ___  - ----- - 65,071.82 6,165.20 2,273.96 6,363.93 3,328.37 14,263.96 12,132.37 5,234.38 8,546.80 6,762.85
Inly 63,435.28 6,121.81 2,439.57 7,049.97 3,271.39 13,808.35 11,342.46 5,204.34 8,126.79 6,070.60
62,672.25 5,718.72 2,309.70 6,141.83 . 2,933.03 14,605.18 10,906.57 5,052.36 8,873.50 6,131.36
67,336.22 6,509.42 2,351.28 7,067.15 3,788.61 14,397.70 11,864.35 5,672.39 9,236.34 6,448.98
69,529.95 6,604.67 2,474.09 7,265.11 3,989.88 14,884.81 12,613.36 5,905.42 9,609.61 6,183.00
72,101.05 8,141.95 2,584.90 6,236.10 4,278.40 16,296.81 12,779.31 5,849.85 9,470.32 6,463.42
December _________ 81,621.76 8,073.50 3,249.22 7,407.41 4,231.11 18,766.28 15,789.58 6,663.07 10,691.04 6,570.55
TOTAL .............- 3,782,449.16 341,812.12 165,422.58 398,119.43 164,155.16 795,829.52 803,572.55 413,868.35 388,182.86 311,486.59
Emergency g r a n t s_ 12,459.06 129.00 1,182.00 3,526.00 1,713.06 70.00 4.600.00 760.00 479.00
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TABLE 20. TOTAL CASES IN NINE SAMPLE COUNTIES. 
1932
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie
Total ______________ 18,988 1,829 822 1,683
January ___________ 1,270 101 48 124
February __1----------- 1,573 129 67 156
1,793 174 79 154
April _____  —  -- 1,751 176 86 157
1,571 150 69 134
June ------------------------ 1,392 117 61 < 136
July _______________ 1,328 133 59 126
August ------------------- 1,634 134 58 134
September _________ 1,516 153 70 131
October ____________ 1,737 154 65 134
November _________ 1,377 169 64 150
December _________ . 2,046 239 96 147
1933
Ida
1,683
67
87 
96 
96 
92 
76
75
73
79
85
88
86
Mahaska Marshall Monona
2,987 4,280 2,005
313 169 126
354 257 143
\ 332 348 184
326 303 201
266 389 160
195 355 . 157
210 300 108
178 526 171
119 344 182
207 t 537 194
210 215 164
277 537 216
Page Washington
2,530 1,851
161 161
216 164
223 203
237 169
164 147
156 .139
189 Í28
236 124 ;
298 140
219 142
168 149 .
263 185 ooOs
Months
Total
January
February
March
April
May ___
Tune __
Total
48,954
Calhoun
5,343
Emmet
2,290
Guthrie
3,372
Ida
1,548
Mahaska
8,403
Marshall
11,284
Monona
5,535
Page
5,389
Washington
5,790
3,545
4,383
5,237
5,714
5,019
4,252
270
465
346
606
582
565
107
167
255
310
320
267
276
309
302
321
321
302
129
146
158
162
150
132
528
642
1,284
1,302
808
474
768
1,008
1,199
1,250
1,252
1,079
355
441
543
664
538
465
639
677
607
548
452
425
473
528
543
551
596
543
July
August
September
October
November
December
3,570
3,641
3,559
3,376
3,565
3,093
460
408
342
367
541
391
151
152 
159 
149 
139 
114
242
260
252
264
263
260
117
110
110
101
132
101
426
555
620
696
566
502
913
843
644
698
846
784
396
457
435
425
488
327
334
325
359
398
317
308
531
530
638
278
273
306
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(Table 20—Continued)
1934
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie Ida Mahaska Marshall Monona Page Washington
Total _____________ 57,093 5,060 2,099 5,612 1,616 14,107 12,097 6,975 5,442 4,085
January . ____ . _ 2,638 280 117 246 76 517 567 136 302 297February 2,892 323 134 285 82 444 739 331 294 260March _ 1 ____ 3,588 402 183 276 90 495 1,305 348 310 179April ____________ 4,441 560 155' 396 101 753 1,341 534 351 250May __ _ _ _ _ _ 4,447 441 160 531 104 834 1,033 697 414 233June ___  __ _ 5,376 370 212 447 225 1,174 937 1,152 380 479
July ----------------------- 5,619 373 180 460 259 1,747 968 731 534 367August __ ... 5,412 418 165 505 . 128 1,702 1,025 550 556 363September _ ___ 5,254 399 157 527 109 1,678 1,017 485 547 335October __ ___ 5,360 413 192 563 113 1,587 939 666 525 362November _ ___ 5,632 500 203 608 145 1,595 935 674 571 401December _ __ __ _ 6,434 581 241 768 184 1,581 1,291 671 658 459
1935
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie Ida Mahaska Marshall Monona Page Washington
Total _ __ 64,494 5,055 2,741 7,801 1,858 15,765 13,390 6,492 6,858 4,534
January _ .. __ 6,618 544 275 817 187 1,698 1,348 685 657 407February __________ 6,731 556 301 871 189 1,693 1,330 679 668 444March _ _ __ _ _ 6,718 524 285 871 196 1,662 1,282 719 682 498April _ _ _ _ _ 6,352 508 263 846 159 1,550 1,251 682 647 446May __ _ _ _ 6,070 467 237 722 180 1,545 1,154 658 615 492June _ ___ 5,222 429 216 634 139 1,255 1,063 563 545 378
July ----------------------- 4,070 383 195 527 138 1,102 1,023 496 501 342August _ ____ 4,032 265 147 459 132 1,027 897 351 492 262September ___ 4,167 285 179 484 130 1,016 873 395 535 270October __  _ ___ 4,208 289 177 467 130 1,018 938 379 505 305November _ __ 4,503 333 210 493 132 1,077 1,042 361 524 331December ■ _ _ . __ 5,166 472 256 610 146 1 ,122 1,189 524 487 360
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(Table 20-:-Continued)
1936
Months Total Calhoun Emmet Guthrie Ida Mahaska Marshall Monona Page
Total ----------------------
January ------------------
February ----------------
March --------------------
April ----------------------
May ---------- ------------
June ------ ----------------
July --------------------
August -------------------
September __________
October -------------------
November ________
December ---------- —
56,761
5,090
4,956
4,757
4,775
4,590
4,456
4,372
4,393
4,664
4,626
4,760
5,322
5,116
510
488
406
368
369 
369
379
381
416
412
502
516
2,193
246
222
214
194
166
148
151 
150
152 
158 
183 
209
6,258
667
573
548
556
517
498
494
484 
522
485 
*432 
482
2,675
162
197
186
217
200
203
• 200 
217 
265 
260 
264 
304
12,002
974
947 
930
1,026 '  
1,020 
980
948 
993
1,021
972
1,043
1,148
11,225 .
1,159
1,132
1,108
992
930
874
790
743
785
817
859
1,036
4,904
432
420
435
405
405
369
361 
373 
. 409 
431 
393 
471
7,152
491
510
501
529
559
576
613
646
663
667
667
730
TOTAL _________ 246,290 22,403 10,145 24,726 8,697 53,264 52,276 25,912 27,371
Resettlement Adm. 55 202 52 267 40Emergency grants __ 639 2 2
Washington
5,236
449
467
429
488
424
439
436
406
431
424 **
417
426
21,496
19
00
00
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